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SHMINI ATZERES SERVICE (R YISKOR SERMON
On this day we say Yiskor. We remember those who are no longer with us, They may
exist, but to us, they are gone because we cannot contact them. We cannot call them
on the phone, visit them, or ask their advise. They have left behind though, many
memories. We cannot mor feel !:hem&;mr ';‘:,M:::s,m- times tend to think of ourselves
as physical beings who exist because we can touch and feel, But really this is only
half true because we are really composed of memories. The memories of past events
continually shape us and even determine many of our actions, The way we react to given
situations is largely a product of our past experiences and memories, These memories
are active today, Sometimes we wonder why our children do not react the way we do.
The answer is that they do not have our memories. If we do not give them similer memories, t
then they will always act different than we act. Many people think that they leave their
children physical things, but really what they leave them most, are wemories, memories
that shape and mold them. Most of the physical things we leave our children quickly
disappear, but the memories stay on. We all know people who have been maimed for life
because of the way they were treated by parents who were sarcastic or bitterf"inconsistent,
who completely undermined the child's confidence in ':'ulf, or by teachers who refused
to recognize that a person had any talent whatsoever, and made the student feel forever
inferior or self-hating, or who were maimed by friends '-'L" belittled and refused to
recognize any worthy characteristics in that person. These memories still work and
deform, During Succoth, when we go into a Succ@Eh and eat something, we are to make
a brocha, a blessing. If we never leave the Succ&h, then we do not have to make another
blessing on the Succ&h, on sitting in the Succ&h, on living in the Succeth before we
eat, 1f, however, we leave the Succoth to attend to our business or even to go to the
Synagogue , when we return, we must make & blessing of sitting in the Succé@h. The Succekth
is a symbol of our tramsient state, of impermanence. We all are bidden to achieve great
things, but we should realize that most of the things we build will disappear except for
the memories we leave behind. We must remember that these memories will continue to
shape and form children and grand-children and great-grand-children for many years to
come, They should be worthy memories. Building physical things may be important, but
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leaving good memories is infinitely more importanmt.




